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A NEW SEASON . . . PASTORS TIM & DONNA RETIRING IN AUGUST 
 

As Pastors Tim and Donna are nearing the end of their journey with 
us and looking toward a new path in life, the Ministry Commission has 
carefully considered how we can best honor them and thank them in 
this age of COVID19.  While a dinner had been planned, we realize 
that will not be possible or safe because of the pandemic.   So, we 
are planning to have a Drive-By Farewell time on Saturday, August 1, 
between 2 and 5 pm, in the parking lot beside the Parish Hall.  
Pastors Tim and Donna will be there during that time to greet well-
wishers as they drive through the lot.  Please come any time between 
2 and 5 and plan to remain in your car.  Please enter the parking lot 
from Meeting House Road.  There will be people there to direct you 
where to find your place in line. 

Also, we will be receiving personal notes to give to the pastors as a 
collected gift.  The notes will be unopened.  If you would like to send 
a card or note, please mail it so that it arrives before July 25.   

Envelopes should be addressed to: Jennie Leatherman, Attn: Pastors, 12402 Wolfsville Road, 
Myersville, MD  21773. 

If you know of others in our church or community who might want to contribute a card or participate in 
the Drive-By Farewell, but don’t receive this newsletter, please pass this information along.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Patty Hurwitz at 301-471-7810. 

The Ministry Commission would like to express our deepest gratitude and love to Pastors Tim and 
Donna for the many gifts they have given to our church and community over the last 21 years.  We 
wish them all the best as they transition to a new journey. 

 
 

Drive-By Goodbye 
 

To Honor and Celebrate Pastors Donna and Tim on their retirement. 
 

Saturday, August 1, 2020 
 

Anytime between 2 and 5 pm 
 

Please come to the Grossnickle Church parking lot and remain in your car.  
 Guides will be there to direct you. 

Pastors Donna and Tim will be there to greet you as you drive by. 
 

No gifts please, but cards or notes are welcome and can be mailed to: 
Jennie Leatherman, Attn: Pastors, 12402 Wolfsville Road, Myersville, MD  21773 

(Please mail so that it arrives before July 25.) 
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JOIN US SUNDAYS FOR OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
 
Grossnickle Church resumed in-person worship with an outdoor service on June 14 – a beautiful 
Sunday morning!  Worshipping together outdoors will continue for now, weather permitting.  Services 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. on the “green space” above the Memorial Garden.  Please bring a lawn chair, 

sun screen, hat, umbrella, whatever the day requires.  
A mask is required and physical distancing is being 
practiced; households may be grouped.  Priority 
parking is available if you wish to remain in your car 
for the whole service.  Simply role down your window 
to hear the service being amplified through the sound 
system.  A few folding chairs and masks will be 
available at the site.  Please be thoughtful about 
whether or not it is wise for you to share in an outdoor 
gathering for worship at this time. 
 
Check GCOB Facebook page or call the Church 
answering machine for weather announcements 
regarding cancelation of outdoor worship; decisions 

will be made Saturday at noon.  A recorded video of the outdoor service (or in the event of 
cancellation, a video as we have been making) will be available by Sunday afternoon. 
 

 

JULY & AUGUST CANCELLATIONS 
 

The following events which had been planned for July & August  
have been officially cancelled for 2020. 

 

- Church of the Brethren Annual Conference - 

- Church of the Brethren Workcamps - 

- New Windsor Workday at Serrv - 
 

 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 
 

A Church Picnic is tentatively scheduled for  

Sunday, September 13, 2020. 

 

Mark your calendars now for a time of fun and fellowship 

coordinated and sponsored by the 

Deacon Fellowship Committee. 

 

  

Church Picnic 
September 2019 
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DENOMINATIONAL VIRUTAL EVENTS 
- JULY 1 & 2, 2020 - 

 
The following article appeared in Church of the Brethren Newsline, May 21, 2020. 

 

The Program and Arrangements Committee of the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference has 
announced plans for a series of denominational virtual events on July 1 and 2. Although the 2020 
Annual Conference that would have taken place in Grand Rapids, Mich., has been cancelled, the 
committee decided it is important for the denomination to gather, albeit in a different way, in 
recognition of the church’s ongoing life together. 
 

A virtual Denominational Children’s Worship Time and Worship Gathering on the evening of 
Wednesday, July 1, will unfold as follows (all times are given in Eastern time): 
 

-- At 7:30 p.m. a children’s worship time will include a variety of creative elements as part of this 
dynamic service.  
 

-- At 8 p.m. the worship service will feature prayers, 
scripture, meditations, and music from across the 
denomination. During the worship gathering, a 
denominational virtual choir will perform two selections. 
 

A virtual Denominational Concert will take place the 
next evening, Thursday, July 2, beginning at 8 p.m. 
(Eastern time). A wide range of musical gifts will be 
represented, providing many expressions of song 
celebrating the rich diversity and depth of the Church of 
the Brethren. The concert also will feature a third 
selection by the denominational virtual choir. 
 

Commenting on the virtual events, Annual Conference moderator Paul Mundey noted, “Though we 
can never replace Annual Conference, we feel these virtual events will gather the church together, 
nevertheless, in a creative way. Just as the recent online love feast events united the church during 
this challenging season, we anticipate these additional virtual offerings will resource us as we 
continue to find our way, through Christ, amid the disruption of COVID-19.” 
 

Note:  A worship bulletin will be available by June 24th at www.brethren.org/ac/virtual. 
  

 
 

JULY & AUGUST AT-A-GLANCE 
 

 

JULY 2020 

5 - “My 2-cents” Offering 
 

AUGUST 2020 

1 - Drive-By Farewell for Tim & Donna 

2 - “My 2-cents” Offering 

15 - Growing Project Sub Sale 

16 - July/August newsletter info due 

August 1999 

http://www.brethren.org/ac/virtual
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
 
Nine youth were received into membership through creek baptism on August 25, 2019.  These youth were interviewed for 

the New Members Dinner held in November 2019.  Interviews will be shared in The Dunker throughout the year.  In this 

issue we get to know a little more about the seventh and eighth of these nine newest members. 
 

GRACE ELLIS . . . Grace Ellis is the daughter of Chuck and Sheryl Ellis 

and the granddaughter of Ron and Amy Ellis.  She lives in Hagerstown 
with her parents and her sister Leah (when Leah is home from college).  
Grace has been coming to Grossnickle Church ever since she was a little 
girl, always sitting with her grandparents during the worship service. 
   

Grace is a seventh grader (2019-20) at Smithsburg Middle School. She 
enjoys playing soccer for the SYA Lepards team of Smithsburg.  Her 
position is forward striker and her team hopes to win the tournament.  She 
likes to keep in shape by running, too!  Grace would like to meet Megan 
Rapinoe who plays the winger position on the United States Women’s 
Soccer Team. Grace said that she has been inspiring because she is a 
very good soccer player. 
 

When asked about her favorite food, Grace said she loves the ribs that her 
Dad prepares and also going to the Texas Roadhouse. Her favorite movie is “The Maleficent.”  A 
place that Grace would enjoy visiting is the Bahamas—a destination with beautiful beaches and nice, 
clear water for swimming. 
 

One of Grace’s favorite memories with her family was their trip to Disney World. She liked eating 
breakfast with her family at the Disney restaurants and seeing the Disney characters.  Acting in the 
children’s Christmas plays over the years has been her favorite church memory. Her favorite Bible 
Story is Noah in the Ark.  Grace has always thought that it was so great and amazing that Noah was 
able to gather two of every animal to be in the ark.  She said that becoming a member of our church 
through baptism makes her feel like she is truly part of the church family.  What a wonderful, 
comforting feeling for Grace! 
 

Grace became a member of the church on August 25, 2019 when she was baptized in Middle Creek.  
Grace, we welcome you into our church family and we look forward to serving Christ with you as part 
of our Grossnickle Church of the Brethren. 
 

 
NATALIE FLOOK . . . Natalie Flook is the daughter of Amy Flook, the 

granddaughter of Lana and Woody Stottlemyer, and the niece of Andy 
Stottlemyer.  She lives with her mother and her brother Shepherd in 
Myersville.  Natalie is an eighth grader (2019-20) at Middletown Middle 
School. She enjoys the subjects of history and language arts at school.  
Natalie likes playing kickball and baseball with her family and friends.  
 

When asked about her favorite food, she quickly answered that she 
loves picking and eating crabs. Yum! Her favorite movie of all time is 
“The Notebook.” A place that she would like to visit is the countryside of 
New York. There are many beautiful mountains to see and visit. 
 

Natalie would love to meet her great-grandmother, Pauline Grossnickle. 
She never got to see her.  Natalie says, “I hear my family talk about her 



The Dunker, July/August 2020 Page 5 
 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
(Natalie Flook, continued) 

 
and they say that she was really nice.  My family says that I am like her in many ways.”  Natalie will 
never forget when her brother Shepherd was born. She was so happy to see him in the hospital. She 
has loved being his big sister! 
 

Over the years, Natalie has enjoyed acting in the children’s Christmas plays at church. Her favorite 
Bible story is the Easter Story.  She said that Jesus died on the cross for all of us so that our sins can 
be forgiven and that was a huge sacrifice for Him to make for all of us.  Natalie said that becoming a 
member of our church through baptism makes her feel closer to God now.  She feels like she is a true 
member of the church now. 
 

Natalie became a member of our church on August 25, 2019 when she was baptized in Middle Creek. 
Natalie, we welcome you into our church family and we look forward to serving Christ with you as part 
of our Grossnickle Church of the Brethren. 
 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES 
 

Our Congratulations to… 
 

Lindsay (Harne) & Paul Graves on their upcoming marriage, Saturday, June 27, 2020.  
Congratulations may be mailed to 10231 Harmony Road, Myersville, MD  21773. 
 

Sophie (Cornell) & Collins Lethbridge on their upcoming marriage, Sunday, June 28, 2020.  
Congratulations may be mailed to 1815 Crouse Mill Road, Taneytown, MD  21787. 
 

 

Our Christian Sympathy to… 
 

The family of James (Jim) E. Myers on his death, May 24, 2020. 
 

Pastor Mary Ricketts, Garfield United Methodist Church at the death of her son, Bryan Willis, 
May 16, 2020. 
 

Paul & Val Jean Bussard on the death of Paul’s sister-in-law, Viola Bussard, June 2, 2020. 
 

Brian Skeen on the death of his wife, Arlene Myers Skeen, June 5, 2020. 
 

 

NOTE OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU!  On Saturday, May 23rd a group of men met for a day of hard work, 
completing the installation of a new waterline to the parish hall.  This was the 
conclusion of a project that started nearly a year ago when the application for a 
permit to go under the road was submitted. After finally obtaining the permit a 
conduit was installed under the road in March.  Thanks to those who helped with 
this project - Walter Bussard, David Doyle, Glenn Lantz, Jon Martin, Justin Riggs, 

Brian Skeen and Alan Spade. Thanks also to Sylvia Lantz for providing a mid-morning snack of coffee cake 
and the lunch for the workers. 
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CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Celebration Corner is a collection of photos highlighting, with joy, events of the previous 

month or two.  This month we celebrate by sharing photos from June happenings. 

 

Outdated and unused electronics devices and parts were collected during the annual E-Cycle Drive held June 13 
(top row).  Tom and Glenn put the finishing touches on the water line project (middle row).  Outdoor Worship, held 
June 14, was the first in-person worship since mid-March (bottom row). 
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CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTO GALLERY (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The congregation sat on folding chairs on the “green space” above the Memorial Garden and some sat in cars, 

for the Outdoor Worship service held June 14 (top row).  The “Field of Hope” Growing Project held its annual 

Blessing of the Seed service on June 14 at the Growing Project farm (center and bottom rows).  Special 

guest, Max Finberg, President and CEO of Growing Hope Globally, offered his greetings to all who gathered 

(bottom center). 



The Dunker, July/August 2020 Page 8 
 
 

 

VIRTUAL ANNUAL DUNKER CHURCH SERVICE 
 

This annual worship service, held each year in the restored Dunker Church at the 
Antietam National Battlefield, Sharpsburg, MD, will be held virtually on Sunday, 
September 20, 2020. The service commemorates the peace witness of the 
Brethren during the Civil War and takes place the Sunday closest to the 
anniversary of the Battle of Antietam. Speaker will be Wendy McFadden, 
publisher of Brethren Press and Communications. 

 

The annual Dunker Church service is sponsored by the Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren. Look for 
more information in the September issue of The Dunker newsletter. 
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Tim and Donna Ritchey Martin, Pastors 
 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL – 9:30 am 
FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR – 10:30 am 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 11:30 am 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  
donnaritmart@gcob.org 

timritmart@gcob.org 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the September 2020 
issue of The Dunker no later than Sunday, 
August 16.  Thank you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:donnaritmart@gcob.org
mailto:timritmart@gcob.org
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

