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CHURCH PICNIC… FOOD – FUN – FELLOWSHIP 
 

Come, bring your family and friends to the all-church picnic at Wolfsville 
Ruritan Park (12708 Brandenburg Hollow Road, Myersville) on Sunday, 
September 10th – rain or shine.  The picnic will start after church and the 
meal will begin at 12:30 pm.  Hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls, 
and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a covered 
dish/dessert and your favorite lawn chair. 
 

Lots of activities are planned – kickball, baseball, cornhole, 
horseshoes, bubbles and penny pitch.  Please bring 

baseballs, bats, gloves, wiffle balls/bats, kickballs, etc.  If you can provide/bring 
cornhole boxes & bags please let Cathie Clemson know, 301-293-3637, as soon as 
possible.  Donations of glassware are still needed and can be placed in the box in the 
narthex.   
 

Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the narthex to let us know that you are 
planning to come.  This will help the Deacon Fellowship Committee determine how many 
hotdogs/hamburgers, etc. to provide.  You do NOT have to sign up to come; however, it would be 
helpful if you do.  Hope to see you there! 
  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 

Each year in September, as the new school year begins, we celebrate and 

recognize the efforts of both our teachers and students.  Join us September 10 as we 

celebrate Christian Education and Teacher Appreciation Sunday.  During 

Sunday School our Christian Education Commission will provide special 

appreciation to the teachers and students of Grades Pre-K through Senior High.  Then, during our worship 

service there will be a time of Consecration of Sunday School teachers and students.  Also, Sunday 

School students who have had faithful attendance this past year will be recognized, and Bibles will be 

presented to students entering Grade 2 this school year. 
 

We are grateful for all our teachers and their dedication to sharing the Good News about Jesus through their gifts 
of teaching. 

  
 

WORK CAMP SUNDAY… Campers Share their Experiences 
 

Two groups of workcampers and advisors traveled from Grossnickle Church to 
attend workcamps in Michigan and Arkasas.  Participants will share their 

experiences during worship on September 10.  A preview of the experiences shared during these 
workcamps is included in this edition of The Dunker.  
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UPCOMING DISASTER RELIEF TRIP TO MISSOURI 
 

Grossnickle Church volunteers are scheduled to provide assistance during the 
week of September 17–23, 2017.  The group will be working in Eureka, Missouri 
and staying at a United Methodist Church.  Work will involve assisting with 
recovery from flood damage that occurred both in 2015 and this past spring. 

FEMA application numbers are still coming in from the spring flooding and currently show over 3,600 
households needing help across the state. This is compared to over 2,500 from the December 2015 
flooding. 
 

No matter your skill level there is something you can do to help.  If you are interested please contact 
Danny Rumpf at djrumpf78@comcast.net or 240-675-1897. 
 

2017 CROP WALK 
 

It’s time for the annual Wolfsville/Myersville CROP WALK!  This 5-mile walk will be 
held Sunday, September 24, 1:30 pm.  Registration will begin at 1:00 pm at Salem 
United Methodist Church on Wolfsville Road.  Salem also serves as the starting and 
finishing point for the beautiful walk through the Wolfsville area. 
 
25% of all money raised will be split equally between The Religious Coalition for 
Emergency Human Needs, the Middletown Food Bank, and the Salem UMC Food 
Pantry.  The additional 75% of funds will be used by Church World Service. 

 

We are looking for walkers as well as volunteers to help with registration, man check-points, and 
serve as walker checkers.  If you are interested in walking and need a donation envelope or 
volunteering please see Katie Rudman at church or contact her at 301-730-6929 or email 
Katie.rudman@gmail.com.  Donations by check should be payable to “CWS/ CROP.” 
 

MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

The 51st annual conference for the Church of the Brethren’s Mid-Atlantic District will 

be held Friday, October 13 - Saturday, October 14.at the Frederick Church of the 

Brethren.  “Back to Basics:  The Great Commandment” will be the theme with key 

verses being Matthew 22:34-40.   
 

GCOB needs two more people to serve as delegates for the business meeting. If you are willing 

and able to represent us, please call the church office, 301-293-9516, or contact Church Board Chair, 

Scott Grossnickle. 

 

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 2018 
 

DATE:  July 21-26, 2018   
 

LOCATION:  Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado 
 

WHO:  For youth who have completed 9th grade through 1 year of college  
(or the age equivalent) 
 

REGISTRATION:  Opens Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 6:00 pm central time. 
 

COST:  The registration fee is $500. A non-refundable deposit of $250 must be paid at the time of 
registration. The balance is due by April 30, 2018. 
  

mailto:djrumpf78@comcast.net
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT FROM OUR 2017 DELEGATES 
 

We would first like to start by saying that it was an honor to be selected and to serve as annual 
conference delegates for the 2017 conference held in Grand Rapids, MI from June 28 – July 2, 
2017. We had a wonderful few days of fun, fellowship, and of course, business.  

Actions Taken 

 The delegates heard and accepted interim reports from the Vitality and Viability and the Creation Care 
committees and expect to hear their full reports next year in Cincinnati, OH. 

 The delegates accepted, by a wide margin, the paper titled “The Authority of Annual Conference and Districts 
regarding the Accountability of Ministers, Congregations, and Districts.” This paper outlined the current polity of the 
church in regards to licensing and discipline of ministers, in that those decisions should rely with the districts. 

 On Earth Peace presented two recommendations that would have delayed acting on the authority of annual 
conference and districts regarding the accountability of ministers, congregations, and districts and certain 
recommendations made by the review and evaluation committee. Ultimately, the delegates rejected the 
recommendations from OEP to delay the two matters of business, however, we agreed with the insights and 
called upon the Mission and Ministry Board, in consultation with OEP and others with expertise in this area, to 
provide resources and insight as to how to implement more consistently and fully the 2008 Annual Conference 
resolution “Urging Forbearance” into the life of the church.  

 It has become standard practice in the Church of the Brethren to task a “Review and Evaluation” committee 
every 10 years, in years ending in a 5, to take a look at a number of wide ranging issues/operations in the church 
and see if there are better ways to do them and present their findings to the delegate body for acceptance. The 
2017 conference received the report from the committee that was formed in 2015 to study these items. Their 
recommendations are below: 

o Coordinate a gathering of denominational leadership every three to five years, which could potentially 
include representatives from denominational and agency staff and board members, Annual Conference-
elected leadership, and district leadership. The purpose of this is to focus on matters of shared vision 
and ministry collaboration throughout the church. 

 The delegates accepted this recommendation and appointed a feasibility study to ensure that 
this recommendation is not cost prohibitive. 

o These four recommendations were voted on and accepted as a group. 1) tasking the Mission and 
Ministry board with implementing a unified vision among denomination, districts, and congregations 2) 
Leadership team should employ the Annual Conference Director 3) a district executive be permanently 
added to the leadership team, and 4) appoint a study committee to assess prudent stewardship related 
to the General Offices in Elgin, IL. 

o Two queries from the West Marva and Southeastern districts were forwarded to the Review and 
Evaluation Committee regarding On Earth Peace’s place in the Church of the Brethren, if it should 
remain at all in light of recent statements by OEP that appear to contradict Annual Conference polity. 
Ultimately, in a vote that would have required a 2/3 majority to pass, the delegates voted 370 – 280 
(57%) to have On Earth Peace no longer be an agency of the Church of the Brethren. So the motion 
failed, and On Earth Peace remains an agency of the Church, but there is a majority of delegates that did 
not vote for that decision.  

o A recommendation from the Review and Evaluation Committee that all congregations, districts, 
denominational, and agency staff find ways to involve the work of OEP failed to receive a majority of 
votes. It appears a number of the dissenting votes felt this was an unnecessary mandate and would 
force congregations, like Grossnickle, to go out of their way to involve OEP in their continuing ministry.  

o A recommendation from the Review and Evaluation Committee to encourage congregations to bring their 
giving to district and denominational programs in compliance with Annual Conference Ethics Polity passed. 

 (continued on page 4)
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT FROM OUR 2017 DELEGATES (continued from page 3) 

 
Takeaways 
 

Whether it be National Youth Conference or Annual Conference, one of the things that I will continue to remember is 
hearing a room with plenty of people, myself included, that you would want nowhere near a choir singing hymns and 
somehow the sound coming from this group of 
2,000 sounds like a bunch of angels singing.  
 

A lot of what you’ll hear at Annual Conference is 
that “we’re a Church divided,” which I don’t 
really believe after being there for a week. Early 
in the week we had the vote on the authority of 
Annual Conference and the accountability of 
ministers. Through the discussion at my table 
and the outcome of the vote, it appeared to me 
that the Church had come together to “agree to 
disagree” and vote on this paper as our outline 
of current polity and move on, with the 
understanding that it’s not going to change 
anytime soon and we’re all getting tired of 
talking about it, so let’s just move on. The feeling 
I got from most people there is that we don’t 
want to be divided and we understand that 
we’re not going to agree, so let’s not focus on 
the things that divide us and focus on what unites us. Of course, I got this feeling on Thursday, and we proceeded to talk 
about the same issue for two more days, but I remain optimistic that the Church will eventually be able to move on and 
onto better things. 
 

For the last few years, the Annual Conference delegates have been seated at roundtables which allows for smaller 
groups of people to get to know each other and discuss the items of business more freely. I had a good mix of super tiny 
churches to 250-300 weekly attendance churches, young to old, pastor to lay person, Annual Conference newbies to 
regular conference goers. I greatly enjoyed the discussions that we had at my table and I wish the conference schedule 
would allow more time for “table talk” as it always seemed like we were getting cutoff long before we had run out of 
things to talk about.  
 

Oh yeah, and our own Pastor Donna preached Saturday night, which would have been awesome even if the fire alarm 
hadn’t gone off or the lights didn’t go out. But since they did, it was a sermon no one in that room will soon forget. 
 

- Ryan Harshman and Carl Jouannet, 2017 Delegates 
 

For further information visit www.brethren.org and click on the Annual Conference link. 
 

  

 

BOB EVANS 2017 COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER DAYS 
 

WHEN: September 20, 2017 (3rd Wednesday of each month) – 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

WHERE: Bob Evans “Dual Highway” in Hagerstown 

DETAILS: Present a special flyer* to the cashier and 15% of your bill will be 

donated to the “Field of Hope” Growing Project.  Funds raised in 2017 will help 

support this year’s Guatemala Four Departments Program. 

*Watch for flyers in the narthex and at www.gcob.org. 

http://www.gcob.org/
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REACHING OUT TO HELP OTHERS … OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS 
 

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren serves the needs of its community and beyond in a variety of ways. 
 

 NEW WINDSOR WORKDAY  Volunteers are needed to assist SERRV in New 

Windsor on Thursday September 7.  Please consider sharing your time to help this 
worthwhile cause that assists those in need.  To volunteer, contact Robert Delauter 
at 301-293-2720 by the Tuesday evening prior to the Thursday workday.  Remaining 
2017 Workdays:  October 5, November 2 and December 7.  
 

  ADOPT-A-ROAD   Volunteers are needed on Saturday, September 2 to help with 

our quarterly cleanup along Harp Hill and Meeting House Road.  Volunteers meet at 
the church at 8:30 am and finish around 10:00 am.  To lend a hand with this cleanup 
effort, please email MK Barnet (mawyle@gmail.com) or call 404-723-8739. 
 

 SENIOR SERVICE CIRCLE   Come join the Senior Service Circle monthly on 

Wednesday mornings from 9-11:00 am. We are a fun group that specialize in 
helping our neighbors through various activities. These range from baking cookies, 
to crafting blankets and hats, to cooking for our own Meals on Wheels program here 
at Grossnickle. We would love to have you join us on September 6th and become 
part of the fun!  Questions can be directed to Pattie Hughes 301-676-8284 or Wanda 
Rudman at 301-508-7530. 
 

 CENTENNIAL MEAL   Four times a year volunteers from Grossnickle Church 

prepare and serve a meal for homeless folks at Centennial United Methodist Church 
in Frederick.  To help prepare and/or serve the meal on September 16, 2017 please 
contact Pam Jouannet, 301-293-3629. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WRAP-UP 
 

Where did the summer go? It seems like yesterday we were singing and laughing 

at VBS and soon it will be time for school.  This year the kids at VBS raised money 

to support SHIP of Frederick.  I am so excited to announce that they collected over 

$1,000 to support this amazing grassroots organization that helps the homeless of 

our county! We had a church full of kids of all ages searching the visible to discover 

the invisible and learning how much God loves them and wants a relationship with them.  

 

The reason that VBS was such a success was 

because of the amazing staff of volunteers; 

crafts, music, teachers, helpers, money 

counters, audio team, photographers, 

decorators, trash collectors, ice cream scoopers 

and on and on.  A special thank you to 

Secretary Kathie for all of her help; from helping 

me hang bulletin boards to printing documents 

to reminding me of important dates and 

deadlines! You all will likely never know the 

impact you have had, but I guarantee you have made one.  Thank you! -Jennie Leatherman 

  

NEW WINDSOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKDAY 
----------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

 
----------------------- 

 

 
 
 

SENIOR SERVICE 
CIRCLE 

----------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CENTENNIAL MEAL 
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WORKCAMP MEMORIES 
 
I had the honor of taking Haven Brandenburg to Flint, MI from July 2-8.  
 

Many people are familiar with the "Flint Water Crisis".  The consequences are 
wide spread: jobs lost, housing market crashed, major distrust of those elected to 
serve the community, children's brains are not developed correctly, schools 
closed, death.  The scene is hard to take in.  
 

Our tasks for the week including trash pick up, painting "No Dumping" on storm drains, sorting and distributing 
children's books, clearing abandoned lots to be turned into community gardens, and watering plants by the 
river. 
 

Our theme was "Say Hello". We were challenged to initiate interaction with those we meet. To show God's love 
through our willingness to serve, a simple "hello" to those we pass, a smile ....... It really is amazing how simple 
and yet life changing these actions are.  
 

I am thankful to be part of a church that supports workcamps. Thank you!!!! 
  

 
On July 22 Scott and I began our long trek to Arkansas with 5 
young men in the back of our van who did not disappoint on 
entertaining us. We stayed the first night in Tennessee and then 
arrived at the Heifer Ranch in Arkansas on the afternoon of 
July 23.  The Lodge that we stayed at on the Ranch greeted us 
with air conditioning, a kitchen, showers, a wonderful meeting 
place and most importantly comfortable beds!   
 

 Shortly after arrival we began with the theme of the week which 
was "say hello" by getting to know "the girls."  We brought the 
only boys, so we meet 4 wonderful female advisers and 6 
fantastic young women.  We all became instant friends which 
helped make a week of hard work, fun and rewarding. 
 

 Our week of work began on Monday morning after breakfast and a tour of the ranch. We were driven down a 
dusty lane to “the bottoms” where we were greeted by cows and a very overgrown fence. Our job was to “clear 
the fence!”  As we began to work with “loppers, hand saws and machetes it didn’t take long for the Arkansas 
sun to make us sweat! The heat index climbed into the 100’s as we were working, but nothing could stop this 
group of determined youth and advisers, not even blows to the face resulting in black eyes from trees that were 
overly excited to be “free” from the tangled brambles! (Doris and Noah) When we arrived back at the Lodge 
after a long day, we were tired, hot and hungry but… Heat took a toll on Carson who became sick and Jon was 
covered with Chiggers even after taking a shower! Scott and I jumped into action taking care of our youth while 
others picked up our duties of making dinner!  Monday helped us plan for the rest of the week. We forced 
ourselves to take multiple breaks and drink plenty of water which avoided sickness the rest of the week and we 
wore lots of bug spray!  Tuesday and Wednesday we also cleared fence. On Wednesday afternoon we headed 
to the Global Village for a tour and an overnight stay. (The Global Village represents housing of those who live 
in different parts of the World) Our group stayed in Big and Small “Thailand” for the night and had to barter for 
cooking supplies and food. Advisors could not help make decisions. This was a great learning opportunity for all. 
 

On Thursday we toured the Heifer International Building in Little Rock and on Friday we spent some time at the 
beautiful Petit Jean State Park.  It was a wonderful week filled with a sense of accomplishment as we cleared 
miles of fence while building many lasting friendships and helped an organization care for others. 
 

On Saturday morning, we left the ranch changed, by the work of a dedicated group who in turn was forever 
changed by the work, Worship experiences and friendships made. We arrived home on Sunday July 30th to 
happy parents who greatly appreciated the life changing trip. 

  



The Dunker, September 2017 Page 7 
 

PRAISING GOD TOGETHER… WORSHIP, MUSIC AND MORE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2017 WORSHIP INFORMATION & HELPERS 

DATE SERMON / SCRIPTURE MESSAGE BY WORSHIP LEADER GREETERS ACOLYTE 

03 TBA Ed Poling, Guest Patty Hurwitz Bill and Patsy Stine Declan Kehlbeck 

10 Work Camp Sunday Work Camp Sunday 
Work Camp 

Sunday 
Keith and Trina 

Delauter 
Catherine Mahoney 

17 TBA Donna Ritchey Martin Randy Harshman 
Ernie Leatherman 

and Sharon Phillips 
Madryn Hanser 

24 TBA Lester Boleyn, Guest Elvin Stottlemyer 
Patty Hurwitz and 

friend 
Maggie Williamson 

SEPTEMBER DEACONS OF THE MONTH:  Sharon and Marion Leatherman 

Join us each Sunday… 
9:30 am – Sunday School (nursery through adult) 

10:30 am – Worship 

 

NURSERY HELPER SCHEDULE 

September 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To volunteer and for information, you may contact  

Carol Schroyer, 301-367-6393 or carsch57@live.com. 

03 – Brooke Smith 
10 – Doris Grossnickle 
17 – Jennie Leatherman 
24 – Katie Rudman 

 
47th Annual Dunker Church Service 

 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 3:00 pm 
 

Antietam National Battlefield Park, Sharpsburg, MD 

   This service will take place on the 155th anniversary of the 
Battle of Antietam and commemorates the peace witness 
of the Brethren during the Civil War.  Nick Patler, from 
Staunton, VA, will bring the message, “Escaping the Civil 
War: The Brethren-Mennonite Underground Railroad in 
Rockingham County, Virginia.” 
 

   The service is sponsored by the Mid-Atlantic District 
Church of the Brethren and is open to the public. For more 
information, please call Eddie Edmonds, 304-267-4135; 
Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey, 301-733-3565 or Ed Poling, 301-
766-9005.  All are welcome! 

Restored Mumma Meeting House  

Our Congratulations to . . . 
 

   Katie (Bussard) &  
                  Rafael (“Ralph”) Silva 
upon their marriage July 17, 2017. 

 

The couple resides at 

464 NW Jerome Avenue 

Mountain Home, Idaho  83647 

 

                                                    Men’s Choir  
 

Starting in September the Men’s Choir will 
practice on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 
7:00 pm.  For more info, contact Bobby 
Riggs at 240-818-7060. 

mailto:carsch57@live.com
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OUR PEOPLE OF GROSSNICKLE CHURCH 
 

Michele Riggs is married to Robert (Bobby) Riggs, II, and they have one 
son, Ryker.  Michele grew-up in Greencastle, PA and graduated from 
Greencastle-Antrim High School.  In 2013, Michele moved to Boonsboro.  
She has her AA degree from Hagerstown Community College in Allied 
Health and works part-time for an orthodontist office.  But education and 
work aside, you just cannot talk to Michele and not know that her real 
passion in life is being a wife and a mother. 
 

What does she do for fun?  Well, the joy in life first and foremost is 
spending quality family time with Bobby and Ryker.  She also enjoys 
playing softball, crafting, and going to Ocean City and just lounging in the 
sun.  She says there is an added bonus to their trips to Ocean City – they 
get to visit Bobby’s brother, Justin, and his family. 
 

Michele’s favorite foods are pork with sauerkraut and steak with a baked potato.  Her favorite shows are 
Chicago P.D. and Chicago Fire.  Michele’s favorite memory of church is attending the Mother/Daughter 
Banquets with her mom.  It included a fashion show with all handmade clothing.  She also fondly remembers 
going to church camp. 
 

A person Michele would really like to see would be her grandmother who passed on in 2007.  She would also 
like the opportunity to meet Kellie Pickler in person.  A place in the world Michele would most like to visit is 
Germany because of her German ancestry.  Michele says there are two things that have happened in her life 
that she will never forget – the day she married Bobby and the day Ryker was born. 
 

Michele was baptized at the creek baptism and became a member of our Church on August 14, 2016.  We 
celebrate her faith and commitment to Jesus and look forward to her leadership in the years ahead and her 
continued participation in the  programs of the Church.  Welcome Michele!   
 

Note: Interview was conducted by Elvin Stottlemyer and shared during the New Members Dinner last November. 
 

 ‘HELPING HANDS’ 
 

This segment focuses on the many groups and individuals in the life of the Church who contribute a 
great deal to our life together.  This space is an opportunity to learn more about these “helpers” and 
what they do. 

 
“Field of Hope” Growing Project is one of the wonderful efforts of 
our congregation in working to alleviate hunger around the world.  
We raise funds for the project in many ways.  Many “helping 
hands” make the project possible.  Paul Bussard helps with the 
aluminum can effort.  And, we are grateful for Paul’s willingness 
to help.   
 

Located behind the Parish Hall is a confinement bin in which we 
collect bagged aluminum cans for recycling.  Paul comes 
periodically to check on that bin and, when it gets full, he loads 
the cans on his truck, ties them down and hauls the cans to the 
recycler in Frederick where he then unloads them.  We’ve been collecting aluminum cans for several years 
now and Paul has been very helpful in doing the hauling for us.  Also, we’re grateful to the many folks who 
share aluminum cans with us by placing them in the confinement bin behind the Parish Hall. 
 

Great things are accomplished with many helping hands, dedicated in faithful service to our Lord.  We seek to 
continue his work.  Thanks, Paul, for helping us in this important work. 
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CELEBRATION CORNER 
 

Celebration Corner is a monthly column highlighting, with joy, events of the past 
month.  This month we celebrate July events. 

 

“Come, let us reason together.”  Those are words of Jesus.  They were used by Pastor Cosmas 
Mwanzia to bring together leaders of his community.  The task was to find ways to grow more food, 
find ways to not walk ten kilometers daily to get water, and improve schools. 
 

Pastor Cosmas visited and shared with us Sunday, July 23, as part of his travel leading up to Foods 
Resource Bank’s Annual Meeting.  He spent two weeks in the U.S. visiting growing projects, hunger 
agencies like Bread for the World, as well as Churches.  August 4-5 was the Annual Meeting in 
Yakima, Washington. 
 

Pastor Cosmas told of the partnership that formed between his communities and Foods Resource 
Bank.  Their communities were able to develop methods of harvesting water collecting it in water 
pans, reservoirs.  They were able to improve farming techniques to grow better crops and improve 
nutrition as well as grow enough food to have some to market to other folks.  And they were able to 
establish much improved schools for their children in partnership with the government who supplied 
the teachers. 
 

Pastor Cosmas’s story is indeed a remarkable one.  We celebrate the good work he has 
accomplished in his communities.  They also built a road from several of the foot paths that were 
used and that road has now been named Cosmas Mwanzia Highway. 
 

From 2000 to 2010 Foods Resource Bank partnered with their communities.  In 2010 the 
communities were able to establish their own recovery agency and FRB was able to move on and 
graduate them out of the FRB program. We celebrate the practice of working with communities for a 
time until they can be independent and then graduated out of FRB programs.  
 

We celebrate the dedication of this man to his neighbors.  We celebrate the wonderful work of Foods 
Resource Bank.  And we celebrate the part we are able to play through the fund raising that we do by 
way of the Growing Project.  And we celebrate a new found friendship shown in the pictures of Pastor 
Cosmas’s visit here.  Thanks to all who made that visit possible! 
  
 

CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTO GALLERY (continued on page 11)  

 



The Dunker, September 2017 Page 10 
 

THANK YOU            THANK YOU            THANK YOU 
 

THANK YOU for all your cards and prayers. God bless each one of you.  – Betty Gouker 
 

THANK YOU!  Dear Church Family and James Gang, Our family is so grateful for your expressions of care 
and concern expressed for my mother, Mary Ritchey, these last several months. We especially 
appreciate the cards you sent at the time of her surgery in July. Your love and prayers have helped 
strengthen her for a remarkable recovery.  Thank you for sharing God's love, Donna Ritchey Martin 
 

THANK YOU!  A word of thanks for all the prayers and cards before and after George's death. The family really 
appreciated the support from my home congregation. – Linda (Doyle) Million 
 

THANK YOU!  I want to thank the many persons who remembered me with cards and prayers during the time of my 
surgery and recuperation.  This includes the 1st & 2nd grade Sunday School class, James Gang and others.   I am doing 
very well and able to continue my sewing projects.  It was so good to have Donna here to help me.  May God continue 
to be with each one of you.  -Mary Ritchey 
 

THANK YOU so much for the delicious meal after our mother’s funeral service.  We appreciate all of your hard work 
getting it together and for your love and support for our family.  May God bless each and every one of you!  In Christian 
Love, Karen, Steve, Tom, Mary, Bonnie and Families (family of Eleanor Kline) 
 

THANK YOU!  We want to thank you for being such a faithful contributor to our Community Food Pantry!  We 
would be struggling to keep food on our shelves but your two large spring and fall collections have helped us 
tremendously!  Our numbers of servicing have dropped the last three months but recently they are going back up 
with new families coming in.  Please keep our families in prayer as there are so many stories we hear of suffering, 
cancer, drug addiction and broken homes.  They need our prayers and they need Jesus in their lives!  Thanks for 
being the hands and feet of Christ!  -Dawn Nelson, Food Pantry Coordinator, Salem United Methodist Church 
 

THANK YOU!  This spring, your congregation’s generosity overflowed to support neighbors near and far. Through 
your support of CWS Blankets, you’ve offered a sense of normalcy and comfort to others around the world - often 
in very chaotic contexts.  Your impact is real.  The reach of this response is only possible because congregations like 
yours choose to live generously each year.  Thank you for the difference you’ve made, Matthew Stevens, Director 
of Congregational Giving, Church World Service 
 

Our Christian Sympathy to… 
 

Linda (Doyle) Million and Florence Doyle and their families upon the death of George Million, 
Friday, July 7, 2017. 
 

The family of Eleanor Kline upon her death, Sunday, July 23, 2017. 
 

The family of Paul Pryor upon his death, Saturday, July 29, 2017. 
 

Paul and Brooke Smith and family upon the death of Paul’s sister, Kathleen E. Smith, August 7, 2017. 
 

The family of Gladys “Pauline” Johnson upon her death, Thursday, August 10, 2017. 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES… Please make a note in your Church Directory of the following updates. 
 

 

Betty Adkins, Broadmore Assisted Living, 1175 Professional Court, Box 21, Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 

Moe Grossnickel, 8507 Mapleville Road, Boonsboro, MD 21713 
 

Gary and Glenna Moser, 609 Tudor Drive, Hagerstown, MD  21742 
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FAHRNEY KEEDY SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY AUXILIARY NEWS 
8507 Mapleville Road, Boonsboro MD 21713   •   301-733-6284   •   http://fkhv.org/ 

Key Person for GCOB:  Glenna Moser, 240-344-4431 

 

FAHRNEY KEEDY’S AUXILIARY invites you to support the Auxiliary through upcoming events.  You 

can help in several ways – donate items for the yard sale and/or for the food and bake sale, come for 

lunch on Saturday or just stop by one or both days and find a bargain at the yard sale or a homemade 

treat from the bake table, or just help set up for the yard sale.  The Auxiliary appreciates your support. 
 

YARD SALE… Friday and Saturday, September 8 and 9, from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm.  If 

you have yard sale donations, please contact Ray or Ruth.  PLEASE NOTE:  SET-

UP for the F-K Auxiliary Yard Sale is THURSDAY, September 7 at 8:00 A.M.  Ray 

and Ruth Hinkle NEED HELP SETTING UP and then BOXING UP LEFTOVERS on 

SATURDAY at 2:00 P.M. 
 

FOOD AND BAKE SALE… Saturday, September 9 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

Home baked goods such as pies (fruit, pecan, raisin, etc.), cakes (9x13 or half 

sheets), cupcakes and candies are needed for the bake table – nothing with milk.  

Baked goods need to be labeled with ingredients.  Please contact Glenna Moser, 

240-344-4431, for questions or items that need to be picked up. 
 

SHEPHERD’S SPRING NEWS 
P.O. Box 369 • 16869 Taylors Landing Road • Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782-0369 • 301- 223-8193 • www.shepherdsspring.org 

Camp Representative for GCOB:  Doris Grossnickle 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS FROM OUR ADOPTED STAFFER… 
 

Thank you Grossnickle Church of the Brethren for “adopting” me this summer, I had a great time at 
Shepherd’s Spring.  I loved all the friends I made and campers I got to spend time with.  My favorite 
activities were caving, hiking, and bracelet making.  The new director, Ben, brought new games for 
us to share while Brittany kept some Shepherd’s Spring traditions.  The kids are very 
knowledgeable about God when we have Branching Out (our Bible study).  They are always willing 

to help out others and make friends.  This camp has brought me out of my shell and helped me grow spiritually when I 
wasn’t worried about what’s happening on TV or social media that could distract me from God.  Thank you for keeping 
me in your prayers and having me at your church.  –Mikaela Thomas, Camp Counselor, 2017 

 

CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTO GALLERY (continued from page 9) 

 

  

http://fkhv.org/
http://www.shepherdsspring.org/
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September 2017 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 
 

Sundays 
9:30am – Sunday School 

10:30am – Worship 

 
 

 

 
 

1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  
 

8:30a 

Adopt-a-Road 

3 
 

My Two-Cents 
Offering 

 

BP Screenings 

(after worship) 
 

 

4     
 

LABOR DAY 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

5  
 

 

 

6  
 

9a – 11a 

Senior Service 
Circle 

 
 
 
 

 

7  
 

7a 

New Windsor 
Workday 

8  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9  
 

10  

Work Camp Sunday 

 

after worship - 

Church Picnic 

(Ruritan Park) 
 

12n – 6p 

Parish Hall reserved 

 (Ford family) 

11  
 

 
 

12  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13  
 

7p 

James Gang 
meeting 

 

14  
 

7p 

Deacons 
meeting 

 

15  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16  
 

12n – 4p 

PH reserved for 

Centennial Meal 
prep 

 

17  
 

 

18  
 

19  
 

 

 

 

 

20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21  
 

 

 

 

 

22  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23  
 

 

24  
 

1:30p 

CROP Walk 

(Wolfsville area) 
 

2p – 5p 

Parish Hall reserved 

 (M. Kline) 

25  
 

7p 

Outreach 
meeting 

 
 

26  
 

 

 

 

 

27  
 

7p 

Church Board 
meeting 

 
 
 
 

 

28  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

29  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

30  
 

 
 

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren 
11301 Meeting House Road, P.O. Box 575, Myersville, MD  21773 

301-293-9516   ▪   http://www.gcob.org 

DISASTER RESPONSE TRIP 
 September 17-23, 2017   ▪   (Eureka, Missouri) 

http://www.gcob.org/
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Tim and Donna Ritchey Martin, Pastors 
 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL – 9:30 am 
FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR – 10:30 am 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 11:30 am 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  
donnaritmart@gcob.org 

timritmart@gcob.org 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the October 2017 issue 
of The Dunker no later than Sunday, September 17th.  
Thank you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DUNKER 
 
Grossnickle Church of the 
Brethren 
P. O. Box 575 
Myersville, MD  21773-0575 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THE DUNKER 
 
Grossnickle Church of the 
Brethren 
P. O. Box 575 
Myersville, MD  21773-0575 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:donnaritmart@gcob.org
mailto:timritmart@gcob.org
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

